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w ]/ s' V, 

I HAP A NIGHTMARE 
ABOUT LORP PEATH 
MAN. FUNNY... THAT'E A 
FI RET—I'M UEEP TO 
GIVING NIGHTMARES, 
NOT GETTING THEM. 

/ V 

© 

GORR1 

iw 1 

/ -V\\l 

0 . 

BRUCE/ 

f ■P ,SP f WHAT'S 

Vjtty WRONG? I 

IP fSPk COULP HEAR 

K F-li YOU ALL THE 
■KVVil WAY FROM 

IT l 'vm MY ROOM. 

ffijCL- 

HfMI i 

GREAT/1 UOVE 

THE OCEAN. 

I'VE GOT AN IPEA. WE IK WELL, 

COULP USE A VACATION. ^HOULPN'T 

HOW ABOUT A TRIP \ ra<5HT - OBEEEE 
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JUST BEFORE HE IS TO BE 
EXECUTED, LORD DEATH MAN USES 
SECRET Id TECHNIQUES ID 
STOP HIS HEART AND BREATHING, 
SIMULATING DEATH. ONCE BURIED, 
IIS HENCHMEN BIG HIM UP WHEN 
THE COAST IS CLEAR. 
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1 A W001J 

jSif 

Cll 

^3 

WHATTHB j|YL J HAPPENEP 

HAPPENEP?^ FACE?/ 

f§R| 
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HELLO? WHAT IE IT? THERE'E 
A MAN TAKING POTEHOTE 
WITH A RIFLE IN POWNTOWN 
GOTHAM?.' 
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BUT IT T 

APPEARS \ 

HE HASN'T I THOUGHT 

BEEN HERE / THE TRAIL 

FOR V MI6HT LEAP 

SOME TO HIS 

TIME. BEACH 

\ HOUSE... 

K a 


- L -^—-cn - 

—— - no 

rn£ Jm ^I6N OF 

- — HIM - 

mmm C ^ LV ( 

*8S&r 

THE HILLS? 

/@> 


THEN HE'S 
SOMEWHERE IN 
OOTHAM CITY 
AFTER ALL. 

SO I 

POUBT WHICH 

HE'S IN THE MEANS HE'S 
HILLS. AFRAIPOF 

■KV 

( PR. PENTON IS 
\ ACROPHOBIC. 

1 ( NO, BUT LET'S] F HMM. PENTON'S 

[ ' \ ANYWAy TE J ( NOTA^JEWEL 

/ ATTENTIONS \ HEY, IT'S THE 

SUSPICIOUS TYPE PEPOPTEP / BATMOBILE 
) IN THE JEWELPy CENTEP, \ RAPIO' 

/ SOUTHJSOTHAM!^ ALEPT ) 

JjjjS 
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in. 

^ JL ) ) SO HE ACTIVATE? IT. 

( BUT THEN SOMETHING 
\ AWFUL HAPPENS? 

) MW£W W£= 5£4W 
( HIT MB' 

DR.PENTON 
1%/V BASEMENT.' 




( WHEN YOU GIVE THEM ) /^"*'\C ^nnfirin 

) A REASON, THEY'RE ( / Y) ,N T?£F?£F.? 

( ALL. too ea&er \ ( V MYNSW 

^_ TO (BATHER. ) V %. A^J^EPREsF 

J QUICKLY FASHIONS? 

A PLASTIC MASK 

OF ?ENTON AN? 

PUT IT ON, POSIN& 
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LAST EPISODE... 

Dr. Denton's face was Destroyed in a skin-regenerating 
experiment... except it wasn't really Denton, but Phantom Thief 
Morgan! Morgan masqueraded as Dr. Denton, pretended to be insane, 
and went on a rampage, burning famous paintings at an art museum 
and crushing a valuable emerald, but Batman caught "Dr. faceless" 
and turned him in to the police. Meanwhile, the real Dr. Denton was 
being held by Morgan's accomplices, who starved him for dags and 
were about to murder him, then hide his corpse in concrete... 
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SHUCKS, ANP THE 
BOSS WAS SO 
PROUP OF COMIN' 
UP WITH WHAT HE 
CALLEP THE 
"PERFECT CRIME"... 


HE SWITCHEP BOTH 
THE PAINTINOS ANP 
JEWEL WITH FAKES, ANP 
HAS THE REAL OOOPS 
STASHEP AWAY 
SOMEWHERE.' I 



I SEE. IT ALL 
FALLS INTO PLACE 
NOW. THE REAL 
REASON MOROAN 
MASQUERAPEP 
AS PR. PENTON 
ANP THEN BURNEP 
FAMOUS PAINTIN6S 
AT THE ART 
MUSEUM ANP 
PLUNPEREP 
A JEWELRY 
STORE... 
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[ YOU BURNEP SEVERAL 

} MASTERPIECES AT AN AR1 

MUSEUM, VANPALIZEP A 
JEWELRY STORE, ANP 
. TERRORIZE? INNOCENT 

[ 









iCHUCKLBZ- THAT'S 
RIOHT. A PERSON 
WHO'S INSANE CAN'T 
BE FOUNP 6U1LTY. 
SO I'M INNOCENT' 


...BUT YOU WERE NOT IN 
YOUR RIOHT MINP PURIN6 
ANY OF THESE INCIPENTS 
THAT FOLLOWEP THE 
ACCIPENT WITH YOUR 
EXPERIMENT... 
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he ozouchsp 

INTO A BALL- 
WHILE FALUN©! 























Just when the 
crowd thought 
he was going 
tu splatter on 
the sidewalk, 
the man 
bounced off 
the concrete. 
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WELL, THAT 
PIPN'T 60 AS 
PLANNER. HE KAN 
RIN<3S AKOUNP 
US... 
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Anil so, 
when the 
next night 
came, 

Batman and 
Robin, the 
Boy Wonder, 
were 

waiting on 
the Human 
Ball at the 
museum... 
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Jiro Kuwata 










LAST EPISODE... 

The mysterious Human Ball suddenly appeared. Possessiny the bouncing, 
resilient properties of a ball, he beyan his criminal career with the 
theft of a briefcase full of precious stones from a jeweler [Bill], 
Batman soon cauyht up to him but couldn't yet his hands on the 
slippery character. In fact, both halves of the Dynamic Boo were 
clobbered by the Ball's powerful body. But the Human Ball challenged 
Batman and Robin once more, which tabes us now to the museum, with 
the Human Ball about to crash throoyh a window... 
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LAST EPISODE... 

Batman discovefeij that the suit worn by the Human Ball was made out 
of an elastic alloy formed from rubber, chrome, and steel, He also 
thought of a way to nullify its power, 

Batman and Robin hid electrodes under their uniforms, got the Human 
Ball between them, and hit his suit with a large dose of special freezing 
waves, the Human Ball lost elasticity in the suit but shot Batman with 
an elastic alloy bullet. Batman crumpled to the ground... 
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SWEAR TO AVENSE 

ROBIN'S NO 
NOVICE. 

...WE'VE / |p you 

SOT A \ TAKE CARE 

\ HUNT ME POWN. 


PEAL! / of HIM... 



1^512 




Vv^vs 


vr 1 





THERE'S NO NEEP 
TO SEARCH FOR HIM 
SINCE HE'LL COME 
SUNNINS FOR ME. 



iCHUCKLBz JUST YOU 
WAIT ANP SEE. THE NEXT 
TIME I MEET ROBIN, IT'LL 
BE THE ENP OF HIM. 



BLAST IT' A FLESH WOUNP 
LIKE THIS ISN'T OOINO TO 
KEEP ME BEPRIPPEN' 



I PIPN'T PREPICT HE'P 
HAVE A BULLET MAPE OUT OF 
THE ELASTIC ALLOY, ANP THAT 
THE HEAT OF THE 6UNPOWPER 
WOULP NESATE OUR 
COLP WAVES. 
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WAHAHA! 

WHAT WOULP HAPPEN 
IF I LET YOU <30 HERE? 
I IMAGINE YOUR HEAP 
ANP BONEE WOULP BE 
PULVEPIZEP WHEN yOU 
HIT THE CONCRETE/ 

























































































164 
































































































167 





























168 























































































172 































































(§i 

^ ( ANP WHO 

SCOVERE 

\"^^r js 

? ( 5T1LBEHINP 

'"a. x ^V P H!To L ufp U NT 

WHEN I BOUOHT THIS 

1 ©ORILLA FROM THE 

1 CIRCUS FOR MY 

1 EXPERIMENTS, 

JROUOHT 

mm 

/ ^7 ( that woulp 

7 at- 7 BE WALTER, 1 

=7 jHt-J THE HEAP OF } -- .. 

J \ THIS RESEARCH k==7*"tk^U 

< k/^ \ FACILITY. / ( 

ONE THINO'S FOR EURE, 

WALTER PIPN'T PO IT. 

A LITTLE OLP MAN LIKE ^■RS 

THAT COULP NEVER MUETER HK 

THE STRENGTH TO BREAK /SKA 

SOMEONE'S NECK. / 

ANYTHIN^UKE 

® ( THATEHOULP ( havE^An' AUTOPSY 

^ aI*<BIVE US MORE l H ^V| AN AUTOPSY 

^===y^t T ° OH \X t HIF 

THERE MUST BE 
SOMETHIN© MORE 

TO THE CAUSE OF 
JONAH'S PEATH. 
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IF YOU BEAT 
MB, I'LL LOCIC 

you up 

WHEREVER 
you WANT. 



I'M TELLINO yOU, 
WE PON'T HAVE 
TIME FOR THAT KINP 
OF SILLINESS/ 
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ANP THAT'B NOT ALU 
FROM THAT TIMB 
ON, THB GORILLA 
HAG BBBN MINP- 
CONTROLUN0 MB. 

IT GtVBB MB ORPBRB 
VIA TBLBPATHY, 
ORPBRB THAT I'M 
COMPBLLBP TO 
CARRYOUT! 
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Meanwhile, the 
film 'GOING TO 
AFRICA' is playing 
at the The Gotham 
Cinema... 
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Having acquired superhuman 
intelliqence through the bioniformer, 
Karmak the Gurilla pints his revenge 
against humanity, lint on his trail, 
Batman followed him to Professor 
Walter's lab, only to wait into the 
waiting gorilla's trap... 
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J THE 1 ETART IT^WOULP JUET AE I 

y —ENP LIKE THIE. PLANNEP... 

ANP THEN UP THE FI RET I 

I PICK BUILPIN© APPEAR, 

you up you come, attract 

ANP JUMP THEN WE yOUR 

FROM THE ORAPPLE... ATTENTION... 

THAT'E WHy Ifflf 

I BAITEP pH! COME 

yOU.ITWAE Msf TOMORROW, 

ALL By THE A^l j WON'T 

NUMBERE.^;- HAVEyOUR 

^-M INTELLECT 

IP^' -T : ^> ANYMORE. 

gL ZT I NEEP A 

® /a normal human bein© 

I WOULP HAVE PIEP, BUT 

you HAVE ©ORILLA 
ETREN©TH. EO X 

W SJ BEAT you INTO THE 

"/i\ v \ CONCRETE, ANP HERE 

//l V\\ \ ARE. WITHIN AN 

/ l \N\ IV INCH OF yOUR LIFE. 

4NE 

[ BACK TO ) ® 
1 THE LAB... J 

EL 

||g^ 
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IN THE FIRST 
I PLACE, WHAT 
I ARE THE "THREE 



...ANP YET NOT ONE 
PERSON HAS COME 
FORTH COMPLAINING 
ABOUT SUCH A THEFT. 
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yes, please. 
IV BE MUCH 
LESS WORRIEP 
IF you WOULP. 



yes, quite 

SPECTACULAR. 

j X SEE... 

§Si 



I HOPE you 
STOP SO-SO 
SOON. 
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Go-Go the Magician used his weather-manipulating 
device to trap Batman inside a cage of ice. If tie 
can't escape before the oxygen runs out, Batman 
will die of suffocation! Be took out a portable 
burner from bis utility belt and tried melting the 
ice, but the flames used up almost all of the 
oxygen in the cramped space... 
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YEAH...THE ROCKS ^ 

HIS LITTLE WHIRLWINP 
KICKEP UP HIT ME ! 

IN THE NOGGIN, ) 

KNOCKING* ME OUT. 

^ ARE YOU 

ALL RIGHT, 
CHUM? 



...I'll BE ABLE TO 
PINPOINT THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF 
THAT MALICIOUS 
MAGICIAN NO MATTER 


SO BY USING 
THESE INFRAREP 
LENSES TO PICK 
UP THAT INFRAREP 
LIGHT... 



BUT ALSO, THE FAKE 
RUBY HAS BEEN 
PAINTEP WITH A 
CHEMICAL THAT EMITS 
AN INFRAREP LIGHT 
UNSEEN BY THE 
NAKEP EYE. 
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-r? - 

WE'LL 
HAVE TO 
PECIPE ONE 
OK THE 
OTHER... 


SO WE HAVE THREE PAYE 
TO FINP A WAY TO BEAT 
30-60. EITHER THAT OR 
JUST OIVE HIM THE RUBY 


EVEN HUNPREPS OF 
POLICE OFFICERS 
WOULP BE SITTINO 
PUCKS IF 30 30 
EICCEP A 
TORNAPO ON 
THEM. 
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SHE TRAVELEP 
HERE BY AIR, 
FIRST CLASS 
ALL THE 
WAY. 



FIRST THING’S FIRST, 
GO-GO. I NEEP TO SEE 
WITH MY OWN EYES THAT 
MRS. ROSAS IS SAFE 
ANP SOUNP. 
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NO PIFFEPENT AT ALL..." 
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Sg 3 



p 55555 ^ W-WHERE 

JB8i THINK HARP... 

Wm WHAT'S THE 

fjjl LAST THINS you 

HBk A REMEMBER? 

THAT'S \ / WHAT 5 ’" 

IMPOSSI- ) \ wnMI '" 

O f you BROKE 

> INTO THE 

( . NUCLEAR 

\/V—^1 POWER 

/JMU KE tAEU CH 

1^\J 

MS, SLEEPWALK? 1 

I'VE NEVER PONE 

THAT IN MY LIFE/ ! 

LflflMfcW ELEEP- 
WALKINS, 
k MAYBE? 

^>7 

sSwl 

I...I PON'T REMEMBER 
ANYTHIN© AFTER SOI NS 

TO BEP LAST NISHT. 
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PREVIOUSLY: At last the day has come. Governor Warner 
will submit himself to doses of radiation that will 
accelerate his becoming a motant. As a result of this 
experiment, mankind will find oot if mutants will be a 
force for good, to make the world a better place; or 
evil, to enslave humans and own them like pets and 
destroy the earth. As a precaution, a super-powered 
laser gun has been installed in the laboratory. 
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L£ | f ) vou 

|32|^L ^ wShinsI Imktot- 

i^jSiii 


I '^*^WHA~? 

5 '0m >- 

„ ^ hi 

(( '/ 
' >l‘ 

<\VMj 'n 

—7 //< 

K 

m 

r^T\ 

j§$ \ 

<§* 


as m 

© O O (D O 

linn 

' lUJj-7- 

> S-HB'S 

A 1 FAINTFP/ 
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LIZ WILL 
BECOME 

A MUTANT, 
TOO... 

dd 



// 


^ t I'M ] THEN you HAVE 

f AFRAIP... J TO^OPERATE; 

YOU MEAN WE 

MV HAVE NO CHOICE 

r ■■ BUT TO WATCH HER 

V-W SLOWLy TURN INTO 

-. ^ A MONSTER? 

^ 1 THE MUTANT STRAIN IN 

LIZ PUNE FAR PEEPER 
\ IN HER BRAIN THAN 

\ IN HER FATHER'S. 

\ ,/^N IF WE OPERATE, 
pie ' 

THEREWAS I 
EOMETH,NO o WE J 

TO EAy 

THE LEAST. 

THAT'S RIOHT. / # 

HOW I WISH I r /f ! 

HAP BETTER NEWS. V JK 

IT'S A PREAPFUL \ // >>f A 

v SITUATION. >« — 
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HOWEVER, IN THE CASE 
OF GOVERNOR WARNER'S 
PAUOHTER, LIZ, THE 
MUTANT SOURCE IS 
FAR TOO RECESSEP 
TO REACH. 


...MUST HAVE 
IT REMOVEP 
AT ONCE, UPON 
PETECTION. IT IS A 
RELATIVELy SIMPLE 
PROCEPURE. 



THEREFORE, 
ANYONE WHO IS 
PISCOVEREP 
. TO CONTAIN 
\THE MUTANT 
STRAIN... 



IF WE OPERATE, SHE'LL 
PIE, ANP IF WE PON'T SHE'LL 
ULTIMATELY BECOME A 
PANOEROUS THREAT. 
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WE CANNOT 

LET THe FAT6 

OF ONB PERBON 
THREATEN ALL 

OF HUMANITY. 

R 

( 'i *r '/ 

ta 

Jgj^l 

r yfeiiifM 

SFX: SWISH SFX: CHATTER CHATTER BUZi 

: BUZZ CHATTER CHATTER 

yee, it ib 

BAP, BUT I 

CONCUR. 

WE HAVE A WAY 

TO PO THIB 
PAINLEBBLY 

NOW. 

I 

TO 

I AGREE. AB 
REGRETTABLE 

AB IT IB, IT'B THE 
ONLY BOLUTION. 

Pip! I 

iSWu ! 

THE Wl 

GIRL Mm$ 

MUBT 

PIE. % 

IBl! 


THAT'B IMPOBBIBLE. 
WE PON'T HAVE THE 
TECHNOLOGY. 

ggL 

IT'B OUR PUTY j 
TO FINP A WAY / 
TO BAVE HER / // 

/ 1^4 X'PHOPEP 
CJiL / FOR BETTER 
FROM YOU, MY 

aVcolleagueb. 

L BHE'B OKAY. 

W BLEEPING 

| UPBTAIRB. 

f HOW'B LIZ 

1 POING? 

"1 

" V 

PROFEBBOR/ 
WHAT'B YOUR 

i! 

# 
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Sefis. 






















isy 

SKKt / « 

idwS5l 

MY THEORY 1$ THE 
MUTANT'S MENTAU 
POWERS ARE OUIPEP 
BY PIFFERENT COLORS 
^ OF LIGHT. 

£ (S®@^ 

WHAT PO YOU PLAN 

TO PO WITH THESE 

OOLP PLATES ANP 
S£ARt:HI-li5HTS? 

I KNOW. BUT I THINK 
I'VE FKBUREP OUT HOW 
TO STOP HIM. WE'RE 1 
REAPY HERE IN THE 

§ar .. * ■ 

& FORCE Fl^-P 
^AOE^WAS 

^^Ijjjj ! 

...WAS 

OREEN/ 

THEY 

WERE ALL 
SHAPES 

OF 

OREEN/ 

55 

* 

Lr^i 

WELL, FIRST HE 
LANPEP ON THE 
(BRASS. THEN ON 

A ROOF, WHICH 
WAS MAPE OF 
(BREEN TILE, THEN 

A CAR WHICH... 

WASS/M 

PO YOU 
REMEMBER 

WHEN HE FIRST 
TELEPORTEP 
BEFORE US, 
WHERE WE 
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yoif really n\Ian I 

| MY MUTANT &ENB j 

w 

,^SgiL 


[ COMPLETELY 

ft NORMAL AGAIN, 

...IN you IT 39) 

ONLy ATTACKEP 
WHATEVER 

WASN'T HUMAN. 

SUf 

( yES/ yOU WERE BATHEP IN 

V THE GOLP-GREEN LIGHT, TOO, 

( ANP THAT SEEMS TO HAVE 

! PONE IT. WHILE IT PESTROYEP 

V THE FULLY FORMEP 

W) MUTANT BEING... ^ 

HHy* 

1 IH GOOPBYE, PAP. 

NOW, 1 KNOW YOU'LL 
ALWAYS be watching 

It- WSjfi H OVER ME, FROM 

■ THE STARS.... 



'f3MS 

^niiC 

\yj\k \ 

1 i y7w 

. v .. 

HE GAVE HIS LIFE TO APVANCE 
SCIENCE ANP PROTECT MANKINP. 
YOU SHOULP BE VERY PROUP OF 
HIM. WE'RE GIVING HIM A HERO'S 
BJE.'AL IN SPACE. LOON 
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The Charm of Kuwata’s Version of Batman 
as a Scientific Detective 

By Kosei Ono (Commentator) 

“Kuwata-san’s lines are really beautiful, aren’t they? I admire 
them every time I look at them." 

I heard that often from Kazumasa Hirai, the sci-fi novelist who 
teamed up with manga artist Jiro Kuwata to create 8 Man, the 
comic superhero that even became popular in the U.S. in its 
anime incarnation. Those words hold true for Kuwata’s work on 
the Batman series as well, from 1966 to 1967. 

At the time, the circulation of the American comic book 
Batman had reached its peak with 1,300,000 issues a month. The 
serialized Batman show airing on the ABC network made the 
character more popular than ever before, which drove up sales 
of the comic book version. The program was broadcast in color 
in Japan on Fuji TV from 1966-67, but I didn’t have a color TV 
at my house, so the only way I could enjoy the one-hour show 
was by going to the TV station where I worked (on my day off) 
and watching it there. 

This TV version of Batman was a product of the pop culture 
of its day and featured familiar villains Joker, Penguin, and 
Catwoman facing the dynamic duo of Batman (Adam West) and 
Robin (Burt Ward) in tongue-in-cheek battles. 

However, the Batman comics of the same period can be said 
to have been the polar opposite of the excessively campy tone 
of the TV show. From the end of the 1950s and into the '60s, 
Batman’s stories had become so unrealistic that the comic’s 
popularity took a nosedive. The publisher responded by giving 
Batman a shot to the arm, returning the Dynamic Duo to its 
true scientific detective roots in 1964. 


This is called the “New Look” Batman. Specifically, the bat 
emblem on Batman’s chest was encased in a yellow oval, while 
Gotham’s City Commissioner Gordon was now just a direct 
phone call away (Hotline) from Batman’s secret Batcave. Then 
superb artists like Neal Adams, Carmine Infantino and others 
became Batman’s main illustrators. 

Kuwata’s version of Batman is based on this “new look." In many 
of the stories, a scientist appears, followed the occurrence of 
some incident that revolves around the laboratory. In some 
cases, a scientific experiment gone awry would create super- 
powered villains. The story’s circumstances are explained 
through the lens of science-fiction elements. It’s very 
interesting that Kuwata has chosen to use characters from the 
new look era such as the unusual villain the Outsider and (albeit 
only briefly) Man-Bat. However, the Kuwata version doesn’t 
employ any female villains, which can be attributed to the fact 
that the manga was meant to be like an action movie directed 
at youngjapanese male readers. His dynamic panel design (for 
example, check out the pages in “The Monster of Gore Bay” 
where Batman has a dialogue-free showdown with the robotic 
monster!) is much easier to read than the American version and 
the sense of speed that the scenes have draws readers into the 
world of Kuwata’s version of Batman. 

Unlike the all-color pages of the American version, Kuwata’s 
version (putting aside the colored title pages) is in black-and- 
white, where his sharp lines make the movements of Batman 
and the rest completely his own. Only this manga artist could 
draw such cool, solid, sharp lines that bring out a kind of 
beauty the color version lacks. This Batman is unmistakably Jiro 
Kuwata’s work, and it's been revived right here. 

The current American Batman has undergone a revolution since 
the 1980s. Ever since Frank Miller’s take on the hero, Batman 
has been called the “Dark Knight." Meanwhile, the stories have 
gotten deeper, a trend that continues even today. 
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In the 1960s, during the height of Bat-mania, mangaka (comic book 
creator)Jiro Kuwata was commissioned to write and draw a series of 
original Batman comics for the Japanese market. Many Western readers 
were only recently introduced to the existence of this unique take on the 
Caped Crusader. Now DC Comics presents the series in its entirety for the 


first time, fully translated and unabridged! dccomics.com 



